(This talk by Roy Batterman was delivered May 7, 2011, at the Welcoming Ulreya for Anglican 4th Day No. 9 Men and Women pilgrims. The Ultreya was held at Dowling Park and attended by about 60 4th Dayers.)

Welcome!  You are eagerly and delightedly accepted.  You are admitted gladly.  Admitted to what?  This Ultreya.  What is an Ultreya?  Ultreya means ‘onward.’  So we are admitting you to a ‘welcome onward.’. That just isn’t good English.  How about, welcome to your 4th day?  What is a 4th day?  It’s the day (and days) after your three-day weekend.  (Does all this stuff make more sense in Spanish?)

Here’s a statement in plain English.  “You will know them by their fruit”.                                                             Matthew 7:16-20 (NLT)                                                                                                                                                             “You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act.                                                                                       Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 
A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 
So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 
Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.”

So what does ‘fruit’ have to do with ‘welcome onward’?

Years ago I realized that Sunday worship at church was the most meaningful when it was preceded the week before by “being” righteous.  God’s Word says, “Be doers of the Word and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.”   We have to put hands and feet to what we hear, not just mental assent. 
When I have ‘done’ the Word, by loving mercy, doing justly and walking humbly with my God during the week,…well, the hymns make more sense, communion is more powerful, my prayers are more earnest, the handshakes and hugs are more genuine and the sermon is always too short!  That is sacramental living at its best.

Just weeks ago I realized that the 4th Day weekend I was serving on was creating an atmosphere of worship just as I thought about years ago.  Many months before the actual weekend, the leadership is prayerfully debating who to choose as the rector or rectora for the upcoming weekends.  Once chosen they also go into much thought and prayer as they gather together a team to serve with them.  Almost two months prior to the weekend that team begins to meet, learning what tasks will be assigned to them and how to carry them out.  Each team involves 20 or more people.

So, for the men and women combined, there were approximately 40 people involved.  Their single-minded purpose was to be a light for Jesus, shining individually in their given tasks.  For a few days of their existence on this earth they experienced what it is to live a righteous, ideal life.  They sanctified a camp environment, cleansing the atmosphere with prayers, worship and simple deeds of love.  They set themselves apart in obedience to the leading of the most Holy Spirit of God, who spoke to them through His servant leader, the rector or rectora.  They ate and drank, laughed and cried, prayed, studied, sang, listened, and for a few short moments, even slept.  (“…God gives to His beloved even in his sleep.”  - Psalm 127:2)  They “digged and dunged” the soil for 3 and 14 plantings, trusted God in faith for the growth of those plants and were blessed to see the very first fruits of their labor.  (I guess the pilgrims will have to tussle with the weeds…)

The idea behind this three day atmosphere of worship at Camp Suwannee is to take a number of living stones, 3 men and 14 women, and rightly join them together to be a holy house of God in Christ.  And not only to join them to each other, but also join them to us, and us to Christ.  Romans 7:4 says, “...you were made dead to the law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, even to Him who came again from the dead, so that we might give fruit to God.”  

We are not just a stone house for God that exists for Him to dwell in.  We are a living tree designed by Him to bear fruit for Him.  I want my friends, neighbors and coworkers to “taste and see that the LORD is good”!  One of the best ways to accomplish that is to make sure that each planting of the Lord is watered and weeded, digged and dunged.  And that is exactly what this 4th Day Weekend is part of doing.

Our life in God is an ongoing, Ultreya, onward work.  Like the lawn or garden outside of our residence needs deliberate maintenance in order to keep the weeds under control, the grass lush and the flowers blooming, so too does our spiritual property.  We need the Water of Life on a constant basis.  We need the Bread of Life to nourish our spirit and soul daily.  We have an unceasing need of the Word of Life for teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness, that we might be adequate and equipped for every good work.  Yes, onward is the proper term.

We must be diligent in our walk of faith not allowing anything of this earth to separate us from God.  We are married to Him, are we not?  Does not our marriage ceremony say, “Let not that which has been joined together by God be parted by man”?  

So, “Keep seeking the things above”.  

“Put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity”.  

“Walk in the light as He is in the light”.  

“If we say we are joined to Him, and are walking in the dark, our words are false and our acts are untrue”.

“Be watchful.  Stand firm in your faith.  Be courageous.  Be strong.  Let all that you do be done in love”.

Ultreya!  Amen. 

